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Lauren B. Leichtman & Arthur E. Levine Endowed Chair
Bruno Rossi Lecturer in Astrophysics (MIT)

First Eddington Lecturer, Cambridge University/RAS
MacArthur Fellowship

Helen Hogg Distinguished Vistorship

UCLA Acad. Adv. Program Faculty Recognition Award
Sackler Lecturer, Leiden University

Sackler Lecturer, Harvard University

Aaronson Award, University of Arizona

National Academy of Sciences, elected

American Academy of Arts & Sciences, elected

Sackler Prize, University of Tel Aviv

UCLA Gold Shield Prize

UCLA Faculty Research Lecturer Award

Maria Goeppert-Mayer Award, American Physical Society
Newton Lacy Pierce Prize, American Astronomical Society
Outstanding Teaching Award, UCLA Physics Department
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Sloan Fellowship

Sep 1992

Jun 1987
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1992 - 1993

2011
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2009
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2004
2004
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1996
1996



National
Service:
post 2001

National Research Council Committees
Astronomy and Astrophysics Decadal Survey Panels
Optical /IR from the Ground Panel
Extra-Solar Planets Cross-Panel
Astronomy Decadal Survey Chair Search, member
Board on Physics and Astronomy, member
Committee on Astronomy and Astrophysics, member

National Academies of Science Committees
Astronomy Nominating Committee, co-chair
Class Membership Committee, member

James Craig Watson Medal Selection, member
Henry Draper Medal Selection, member

Award for Scientific Reviewing Selection, member
Representative member of USNC-IAU Committee

American Astronomical Society Committees

Henry Norris Russell Lectureship Selection, member
Henry Norris Russell Lectureship Selection, chair
Warner /Pierce Prize Committee, member

Warner /Pierce Prize Committee, chair

NASA Committees

NASA’s SPITZER Space Telescope Time Allocation, chair
Hubble Post-doctoral Fellowship Selection, member
SIRTF Mission Science Strategy Review Board, member
NASA Keck Interferometry Science Steering, member
Michelson Postdoctoral Fellowship Selection, member

National Science Foundation Committees
Center for Adaptive Optics (CfAO), Science & Technology Center
Associate Director for Astronomical Science

Other National Astronomy Related Organization Committees

Am. Acad. of Arts & Science Astro. Nominating Comm., member
General Member of the Aspen Center for Physics

Aspen Center for Physics Colloquium Committee, member

Aspen Center for Physics Summer Prog. Selection Comm., member

1999-2000, 2009-2010

1999-2000
2008
2004 - 2010
2000-2004
2007-2010
2010-2011
2009, 2011
2008

2007
2005 - 2007
2009, 2011
2010
2004-2005
2006

2005

2004

2003
1996 - 2003
1999, 2002

Nov 1999 - 2009

2004-5,2007,2009,2011

2004 - 2008
2008
2005



University of
California
Service:

post 2001

Keck Observatory Committees

Science Steering Committee, member

Strategic Planning Committee

University of California Time Allocation, member

Thirty Meter Telescope Committees

Science Advisory Committee, member

IRIS Instrument Working Group, member

Instrument Feasibility Proposal Review, member

UC System-wide Committees

Research Strategies WG of UC Commission on the Future
UC Astronomy Task Force, member

Search Committee for the Director of UC Observatories, member

UCLA Campus-wide Committees

Vice Provost for Diversity & Faculty Development Search
EVC & Provost Advisory Search Committee

Provost’s Committee on Facult Work/Life Issues
Faculty Welfare Subcommittee on Childcare, member
Committee on Faculty Research Lectureship, chair
Committee on Faculty Research Lectureship, member
Gold Shield Faculty Prize Selection Commitee, member
Early Care and Education Advisory Board, member
UCLA Lab School Advisory Board, member

Research Advisory Council, member

Physical Sciences Dean Search Committee

UCLA Department of Physics and Astronomy
Astronomy Colloquium Committee
Physics Colloquium Committee
Policy & Appointments Committee, member
Building Inauguration Committee, member
Faculty Search Committees

Knopoff Term chair, member

Extra-galactic Search, co-chair

Origins of Solar Systems Search, chair
Computing Resources Manager Interview Committee, member
Physics & Astronomy Computer Committee, member
Astronomy Division Graduate Admissions, chair
Astronomy Division Graduate Admissions, chair
Astronomy Division Graduate Admissions, member
Graduate Recruitment Committee, member

UCLA Institute for Geophysics and Planetary Sciences
Futures Committee

Research Staff Committee, member

Education & Fellowship Committee, member
Education & Fellowship Committee, chair

Merit Increase Committee, member

Faculty Search (G1), member

2010 - present
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1999 - 2008

1999 - present
2008 - present

2005

2009 - 2010
2011
2005-2006
2010

2008
2008-2009
2006-2008
2007-2008
2006

2006 - 2007

2005-present
2010 - present
2004-5
2000-2001

2008-2012

2010-2012

2000 - 2004, 2007, 2010-11
2004

2011-2012

2006-2007

2000-2001

2006-7
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1996-2004 (except 1998 & 20
2002

2004-2005, 2007

2007 - 2008

1999 - 2002

2003 - 2004, 2008
2005 - 2007

2004

2008



Research Advising:

Post Doctoral Researchers

Will Clarkson

Nate McCrady

Leo Meyer (DFG Fellow)
Jorg-Uwe Pott (Keck/UCLA)
Marshall Perrin (NSF Fellow)
Elise Furlan (NRC Fellow)
Andrea Stolte

Gaspard Duchene

Lisa Prato

2008-2010
2008-2009
2008-2009
2007-2009
2007-2010
2006-2008
2006-2008
2000-2004
1998-2000

Graduate Students (PhD Projects)

Jennifer Patience
Russel White
Angelle Tanner
Caer McCabe
Seth Hornstein
Jessica Lu

Quinn Konopacky
Tuan Do

Sylvana Yelda

MS 1995, PhD 1999
MS 1995, PhD 1999
MS 1998, PhD 2004
MS 1999, PhD 2004
MS 2002, PhD 2006
MS 2005, PhD 2009
MS 2005, PhD 2009
PhD 2010

MS 2008, (PhD 2012)

Graduate Students (MS Projects only)

Beth Klein
Mike Berkovitch
Suvi Gezari
Shelley Wright
Marc Rafelski
Breann Sitarski
Kim Phifer
Anna Boehle
Michelle Kislak

MS 1995
MS 1996
MS 2001
MS 2004
MS 2006
(MS 2012)
(MS 2013)
(MS 2013)
(MS 2013)

Undergraduate Students
Tracy Beck
Marlon Jimenez
Mia Smith
Jason Weis
Nairn Baliber
Whitney Raas
David Sand
Ted Kremenek
Louis Levenson
Michele Carpenter
Amanda Young (UCSC)
Priya Sheth
Hamadi Macintosh
Fabio Altenbach
Javiera Guedes (UCB)
Lia Corrales (Harvey Mudd)
Jill Naiman
James Dunn
Hal Cambier (University of Oregon)
Ryan Trainor (UC Irvine)
Claire Dorman (UC Berkeley)
Kim Phifer (Butler University)
Anna Boehle (Smith)
Josefa Baker
Nara Higano (Gustavus Adolphus)
Ruizhu Chen (Nanjing University)

High School Students
Simone Kleine (Marlborough)
Katie Love-Cooksey (Marlborough)
Christopher Ballard (Harvard-Westlake)
Stephanie Lega (Van Nuys)
Ryan Yoo (Homeschooled/UCLA)

1994-1995
1996
1996
1997
1997-1998
1998-2000
1997-2000
1998-2001
2000-2001
2002
2002
2002 2003
2003
2003-2005
2004
2005
2005-2006
2006-2008
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2010
2011
2011

2002
2005-2006
2007
2009
2010-2011



Invited Lectures (post Jan 2009):

Scientific Meetings:

01/06/09 American Astronomical Society Meeting, Plenary Talk, Long Beach, CA

03/13/09 Royal Astronomical Society Meeting, London, UK

04/03/09 Intermediate-Mass Black Holes: Fro First Light to Galactic Nuclei, Irvine, CA

06/10/09 American Astronomical Society Special Session, “Stellar Populations and the Galactic
Center with AO,” Pasadena, CA

7/17/09 Twelfth Marcel Grossmann Meeting, “On Recent Developments in Theoretical and Ex-
perimental General Relativity, Astrophysics, and Relativistic Field Theories,” Plenary
Talk, Paris, France

10/12/09 Optical Society of America Frontiers in Optics Meeting, Plenary Talk, San Jose, CA

11/08/09 NRC, Board on Physics and Astronomy, Irvine, CA

10/12/09 Stars and Singularities, Physics and dense cusps and massive black holes, Weizmann
Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel

02/16/10 Formation and Evolution of Black Holes, Aspen Center for Physics, Aspen, CO

05/10/10 Dynamics from the Galactic Center to the Milky Way Halo, 6th Harvard-Smithsonian
Conference on Theoretical Astrophysic, Cambridge, MA

06/28/10 8th International LISA Symposium opening session talk, Stanford, CA

07/07/10 19th International Conference on General Relativity and Gravitation, Plenary talk, Mexio
City, Mexico

02/07/11 IEEE Conference, Evening Lecture, Big Sky Montana

05/21/11 MacArthur Fellows Weekend, The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread

Departmental Collogquia:

02/19/09 University of Michigan, Department of Astronomy

03/12/09 Institute of Astronomy, Cambridge University, UK

04/14/09 Princeton, Department of Astronomy

09/15/09 MIT, Bruno Rossi Lecturer in Astrophysics, Cambridge, MA
11/13/09 Cal State LA, Leon Pape Memorial Lecture, Los Angeles, CA
11/16/09 USC, Department of Physics, Los Angeles, CA

03/23/10 University of Wisconsin, Whitford Lecture, Madison, WI
10/23/10 University of California San Diego, Department of Physics
12/07/10 NASA Goddard Colloquium

12/08/10 Space Telescope Science Institute Colloquium

03/31/11 University of California Berkeley, Department of Astronomy
04/13/11 University of Chicago, Department of Astronomy

04/14/11 Ohio State University, Department of Astronomy

11/16/11 University of California Santa Cruz, Department of Astronomy

Public/General Talks:

02/20/09 Astronomy of the 21st Century Lecture Series, University of Michigan
03/26-27/09 Keck Observatory, Evening Fundraising Lecture Series, Kona, Hawaii
04/16/09 Lehigh University’s 2009 Academic Symoposium: A Tradition of Excellence
04/24/09 UCLA Chancellor’s Associates, Bruin Woods, Lake Arrowhead, CA
07/21/09 TED Global 2009 Conference “Substance of Things Unseen,” Oxford, UK
11/04/09 UCLA Alumni Academy, Los Angeles, CA



11/20/09 City of Orange Rotary Club (Larry Tannas), Orange, CA

02/18/10 Aspen Center for Physics Public Lecture, Wheeler Opera House

05/26/10 UCLA Women in Astronomy: A Look at the Past, Present, and Future, Los Angeles, CA

06/04/10 First Fridays public lecture, Natural History Museum, Los Angeles, CA

09/20/10 UCLA Law School, Faculty Monday Colloquium, Los Angeles, CA

12/09/10 Carnegie Capital Science Evening Lecture, Washington, DC

03/29/11 UCLA Chancellor’s Associates, Montecito, CA

03/30/11 Sackler Evening Public Lecture, Berkeley, CA

04/09/11 UCLA Bruin Day, Chancellor’'s Welcome session

04/15/11 Science Lecture, Otterbein University, Columbus OH

04/16/11 Ohio Academy of Sciences, Columbus, OH

10/19/11 UCLA External Affairs All Staff Meeting, Los Angeles, CA

10/24/11 Griffith Observatory, Los Angeles, CA

10/28/11 UCLA Parents’ Weekend, Los Angeles, CA

11/12/11 UCLA Explore Your Universe! Los Angeles, CA

11/19/11 UCLA Department of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology Retreat, Huntington Beach,
CA

Other Public Outreach Activitites :

Featured in Documentaries & Other Television Productions:

Discovery, “The Runaway Universe” (Tom Lucas) (A NOVA Production by Thomas Lucas Pro-
ductions, Inc for WGBH /Boston and Sverigies Television)

The Learning Channel - “Live From a Black Hole” (Geoff Haines-Stiles)

NHK TV Japan, “Space Millennium - Black Hole and Galaxy” (Yasue Drabbe & Yoshi Yuki)

BBC1/The Learning Channel, “Space - Black Holes” (Richard Burke-Ward & Jeremy Turner)

BBC “Horizon - Supermassive Black Holes” (Zoe Heron)

BBC Science “Black Holes” (Annabel Gillings)

Discovery, “Extreme Hawaii” (Laura Netscher & Lisa Sonne)

KBS (Korean Public Broadcast TV) ”Science 21”7 (2003)

Earth & Sky Radio Series (Jorge Salazar, July 2005

Nova, “Monster of the Milky Way (Tom Lucas, Oct 31 2006

History Channel, “The Universe” (Aug 20, 2007)

History Channel, “Einstein and The Two Eclipses” (Nov 17 2008)

“Here.Now.UCLA” TV Spot for UCLA (Sept 25 2008)

“Known Universe”, a National Geographic Program (Coll Metcalfe, April 2010)

“How the Universe Works”, a 9 part documentary series for the Discovery Channel (Peter Chinn
& Zoe Elliott), first aired May 25 2010

Featured in Musuem Exhibits and Shows:

Addler Planetarium, video interview and material in Museum exhibit (Grace Wolfe)

Planetarium show “Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity produced by the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science in association with the PBS science series, NOVA (2006)

Griffith Observatory exhibit (opened 2006, Los Angeles, CA)

Ontario Science Center exhibit (openned July 2007, Toronto Canada)

National Academy of Sciences Keck Building exhibit



Traveling museum exhibition about black holes created by the Smithsonian Astrophysical Obser-
vatory

Selected Features in Popular Magazine/Newspaper/Web Articles:

Story “The Mysterious Middle of the Milky Way” in Discover magazine Nov 1998, by David Freed-
man

Featured on NSF’s “Nifty 50”7 website, a list of 50 NSF-funded inventions, innovations and discov-
eries to celebrate their 50th Anniversary (April 2000

Featured in “ThePosterProject, Visualizing Women in Science, Mathematics and Engineering,” (P.
D. Kivelson)

Selected as top 20 scientists in the country under 40 by Discover magazine Oct 2000

Selected as top 10 2002 science results by Science magazine Dec 2002

Story “The Milky Way’s Dark, Starving Pit” in Science magazine May 2003, by Robert Irion

Story “Mystery in the Middle Uncovering a stellar riddle at the Milky Way’s core” in Science News
June 2003, by Ron Cohen

Story ”Shaking Up Black Hole Theory” in LA Times September 2003

Story “Changing Faces of Astronomy” on ScienceCareers.org (January 2006; http://sciencecareers.
sciencemag.org/career_development/previous_issues/articles/2006_01_20/changing_faces_of_astronomy)

Featured on My Hero website (by J. L. Lee, 2006; http://myhero.com/myhero/hero.asp?hero=A_M_Ghez_06)

Featured in Washington Post p. 1 article by Marc Kaufman “Huge Black Holes May Hold Keys to
Galaxy Formation” (Oct 31 2007)

Featured in covery story of Smithsonian Magazine “Homing in on Black Holes” by Robert Irion
(April 2008)

Featured in “Build A Model Solar System”, a UK magazine, Vol 49, p. 23 (April 2009)

Featured in “The Mysteries of the Cosmos”, a three-part event sponsored by the NSF, the Thirty
Meter Telescope, and DISCOVER; part one - a live event panel discussion on 1/30/09 at
Beckman Auditorium, Caltech; part two - an article in 2009 May issue of Discover magazine;
part three - on-line videos (http://discovermagazine.com/events/mysteries-of-the-cosmos/)

Interview in article on Edutopia.org (March 2009)

Featured in “Astro Confidential” piece in 2009 August issue of Astronomy magazine (editor Karri
Ferron)

Included in Timothy Ferris’s article about the evolution of telescopes for 2009 July issue of National
Geographic magazine

Featured in Robert Naeye’s piece “Milky Way’s Central Monster Measured,” for Sky & Telescope
(2008 August)

Featured in 2010 November issue of Current Biography

Included in “UCLA: The First Century” (Oct 2011)

Research in Textbooks:
“Principles of Astrophysics” by Marc Kutner, 1st edition, Cambridge UP, Undergraduate Intro-
dutory Astronomy Textbook for Science Majors
“The Cosmos: Astronomy in the New Millenium” by Pasachoff & Filippenko, 2nd edition, Hart-
court College Publishers, Undergraduate Introductory Text for Non-Science Majors
“My Astronomy: From the Earth to the Universe” by Pasachoff, 6th edition, Saunders College
Publishing, Undergraduate Introductory Text for Non-Science Majors



“Gravity: An Introduction to Einstein’s General Relativity” by Hartle, 1st edition, Addison-Wesley,
Undergraduate General Relatvity Textbook

“The Milky Way System” by Kuehn, S. Hirzel Verlag Stuttgart, Popuplar Science

“Astronomy Today” by Chaisson & McMillan, 4th edition, Prentice Hall, Undergraduate Introduc-
tory Text for Non-Science Majors

“Explorations: An Introduction to Astronomy, Stars First” by Arny, 1st edition, McGraw-Hill,
Undergraduate Introductory Text for Non-Science Majors

“Understanding the Universe: An Introduciton to Astronomy” by Alex Filippenko, 2007 edition,
The Teaching Company, Undergraduate Introductory DVD course for Non-Science Majors

“Astrophysics in a Nutshell” by Dan Maoz, 1st edition (2007), Princeton University Press, Upper
division undergraduate introduction to astrohysics for physics majors

“Astronomy Notes” By Nick Strobel, 1st edition, Primis/McGraw-Hill, Undergraduate Introduc-
tory Text, hardcopy and on-line (http://www.astronomynotes.com) versions

“Relativity, Astrophysics and Cosmology” by Radoje Belusevic, 1st edition, Wiley 2008 a com-
prehense introduction to modern astrophysics and cosmology for advanced undergraduates or
graduate students

“Gravity’s Fatal Attraction: Black Holes in the Universe” by Mitch Begelman and Martin Rees,
2nd edition, Cambridge University Press (2009)

“High Energy Astrophysics” by Malcolm Longair, 3rd edition Cambridge University Press 2011

“What if the Earth Had Two Moons? And Nine Other Thought-Provoking Speculations on the
Solar System” by Neil F. Comins, St. Martin’s Press, 1st ed. (2010)

“University Physics” by Young and Freedman, Pearson Science 13th ed. (2011)

“High Energy Astrophysics” by M. Longair, 3rd ed Cambridge University Press (2011)

“General Relativity without Calculus” by Jose Natario, Springr (2011)
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Colucci, D., Lloyd-Hart, M., Wittman, D., Angel, R., Ghez, A., McCleod-B. 1994, “A Reflective
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1-880599-17-1
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Limited Images from the W. M. Keck Telescope,” PASP, 108, 615
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Sequence Binary Stars: Resolving the Relationship Between Disks and Close Companions,”
ApJ, 490, 353
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Multiplicity of the Hyades and its Implications for Binary Star Formation and Evolution”, AJ,
115, 1972
Ghez, A. M., Klein, B. L., Morris, M., and Becklin, E. E. 1998, “High Proper Motions in the
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